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From the Executive Director

Dear friends,

Welcome to the Spring 2021 issue of our biannual newsletter. I hope you’re 

all doing well under the circumstances. It is with sadness that I am leading 

off my comment for this issue with news of a loss in our community: that of 

former long-time Executive Director of the Turkish Fulbright Commission, 

Prof. Dr. Ersin Onulduran. Ersin Hoca was one of the pioneers of the 

International Relations discipline in Turkey, and I’m proud to say, was a 

colleague of mine. He was well-liked and respected within the Turkish IR 

community. He was also of course instrumental in managing the Turkish 

Fulbright Commission, perhaps most notably in successfully helping it 

transition through the Cold War-Post-Cold War period. He was one of 

the longest serving Fulbright Executive Directors in the world. Turkish 

Fulbright grantees and the Commission past and present staff and Board 

members will always remember Ersin Hoca’s contributions and legacy. We 

extend our deep condolences to his wife and daughter. A further tribute 

to Ersin Hoca can be found on page 6 of this issue.

Despite the on-going pandemic, Turkish Fulbright activities and services 

have been continuing. As usual, Turkish Fulbrighters are going to the 

U.S. and American Fulbrighters are coming to Turkey, keeping alive this 

more than 70-year-old cultural and educational exchange program. You 

will see many details and personal stories in this newsletter, but I would 

like to highlight a couple here. The first of these was our international 

academic conference, “Educational and Cultural Exchanges and Peace: 

Promoting Mutual Understanding in the Disinformation Era”, which was 

held on January 28-29 of this year. Even though it was held online, there 

was a very large international attendance of this two-day event, featuring 

presentations by scholars from a number of different countries. It was 

a high-quality scholarly workshop, the resulting papers from which will 

be published later this year.  We also recently held another online event 

for Fulbright Country Day, in celebration of the international program’s 

75-year history. For this we gathered together both American and Turkish 

alumni, to speak about their experiences as Fulbrighters, and also featured 

a fascinating interview, hosted by our Istanbul Office Coordinator, Ms. 

Betti Delevi, with Professor Thomas Lovejoy—a true pioneer in the area of 

biodiversity. I highly recommend everyone take the opportunity to listen 

to their conversation.

On a final note, these highlighted events as well as our routine practices 

and services could not be realized without the tremendously committed 

and skillful staff that I work with at the Commission. Their teamwork, 

enthusiasm, and belief in what they do, are what make it all possible. With 

this team, and with the support of both governments and our dedicated 

Commission Board members, we hope to continue to make sure that 

this wonderful opportunity remains wide open for the best and brightest 

from both nations.

Take care from all of us at the Commission.

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı

Prof. Feride Çiçekoğlu lived in New York for six months as a child, 
and fell in love with the city. After receiving her bachelor and master 
degrees in architecture from Middle East Technical University, she 
went back to do her Ph.D. at University of Pennsylvania, with a 
Fulbright scholarship. Through this transformative experience, 
she discovered her intellectual self and vision in life. 

Her life took many turns, some for the worse, some for the better. 

She was imprisoned on charges based on the now defunct Article 
141 of the Penal Code, and went on to write a novella about a 
prison experience - which became a best-selling book and a 
much-awarded film. Though trained in architecture, she turned 
to literature and telling stories, writing books, short stories, and 
film scripts, collecting various awards on the way. 

Two of her works that are very well known are, “Don’t Let Them 
Shoot the Kite”, a novella that was made into a film that won 
several awards; and “Journey of Hope”, a film whose script she 
co-wrote with film director Xavier Koller, which won the 1991 
Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film for Switzerland. 

She worked as an editor in a publishing company, at various 
foundations in history, arts and culture; and finally went back 
to teaching, a vocation she is passionate about, becoming a full 
professor in film studies.

She says-though she wouldn’t wish anyone to live through similar 
experiences-that she doesn’t regret anything in her life, that she 
has become what she was always meant to be because of those 
experiences. In fact, she attributes her Fulbright years, as being 
the dominant influence in her life and career. 

To read about her journey through Turkey’s recent history, her 
many challenges, and her resilience, please go to page 16.

(Full interview on pages 16-21)

An Inspiring Story



All the staff drew lots to determine a 
member to buy a New Year present to, 
intricate organization ensured that all 
members sent and received their incognito 
presents on time for the New Year Zoom 
meeting on December 31. Everyone put 

Flower bouquets, an annual tradition of 
our Executive Director Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, 
were sent to women staff members to 
celebrate “Women’s Day” on March 8. The 
bouquets spent some time finding their 
recipients, but they all arrived safe and full 
of fragrance.

a note inside the packages, giving a hint 
about themselves without telling too 
much. When presents were opened one by 
one on Zoom, the best part was reading the 
hints and guessing who was the sender. 

News from the Commission

Pictured right (L-R): 
İmge Su Karakuş, Gizem Gür, Duygu Kimençe, 

and Berrak Yıldırım 

Commission members, well adapted 
to the “new normal”, carried out their 
activities effectively over the new 
platforms and channels. 

There were more Turkish and 
American grantees traveling to each 
country compared to the first half of 
the academic year, and the processes 
went more smoothly.

Outreach for grant programs was very 
intensive, with increased participation 

Secret Santa

March 8  
Women’s Day

from both universities and students 
than previous years. 

Though in person meetings could not be 
organized, virtual versions became the 
norm, and proved to be just as effective. 

Weekly video calls with the Executive 
Director, and daily internal ones kept 
staff on the same page, monthly video 
chats with the whole staff provided a fun 
way to keep in touch.
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The Commission hosted a virtual 
conference titled “Educational and Cultural 
Exchanges and Peace: Promoting Mutual 
Understanding in the Disinformation 
Era,” on January 28-29, 2021, as part of the 
Commission’s 70th Year Celebrations.

The conference’s aim was to bring 
together a group of experts to discuss 
ways of keeping Turkish and American 
cultures connected, and to emphasize the 
enduring value of Fulbright in promoting 
mutual understanding and battling 
misperceptions in countries where the 
program is run. 

The conference consisted of two 
panels of paper presentations and one 

Academic Conference, Celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the 
Turkish Fulbright Commission

European 
Fulbright 

Commissions 
Staff Meetings

Our Turkish Programs Officer, Ms. Duygu 
Kimençe, Acting American Programs 
Officer Ms. Nazlı Bulgurluoğlu, Finance 
Officer Ms. İmge Su Karakuş, and Alumni 
Affairs and Archives Specialist Ms. Neslihan 
Tekman, are all taking part in a collaboration 
effort put together by European Fulbright 
Commissions. Through periodic meetings, 

Pictured: 
View from the 2nd Panel. Top Row: Dr. Sam 

Lebovic, Dr. Shulamit Kahn

Middle Row: Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, Dr. Megan 
MacGarvie, Dr. Julie Matthews 

Bottom Row: Dr. Giles Scott-Smith, Dr. Hamilton 
Bean, Dr. Soumia Bardhan   

staff members come together to talk about 

shared programs, common problems and 

possible solutions; sharing best practices 

with each other. In addition, Ms. Duygu 

Kimençe is coordinating the National 

Students group; and other members will 

take turns to share similar responsibilities.

roundtable discussion revolving around 
understanding the dynamics of the 
disinformation era and the challenges and 
opportunities of educational exchanges. 

Mr. Matthew Lussenhop, Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary at Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs at the 
U.S. Department of State, and Mr. David 
M. Satterfield, U.S. Ambassador to Turkey, 
were the Conference's keynote speakers. 
We were also joined by Commission 
Board Member Prof. M. Akif Kireçci and 
the Consul General in İstanbul, Ms. Daria 
Darnell. More than 250 alumni and guests 
attended the Conference. We thank all of 
our panelists and attendees for making 
this a very special event. 



Against a global backdrop of job losses, our 
Commission has done just the opposite, 
and welcomed four new staff members 
to its ranks.

Ms. Meriç Karateke, our new Administrative 
Assistant, comes with a B.A. in English 
language and literature from I.D. Bilkent 
University, a Master’s in English literature 
and linguistics f rom Universidad de 
Granada, and experience as an English 
teacher and translator. 

Mr. Atılay Özkaynak, our part-time Finance 
Assistant, has a Bachelor degree in 
economics from Hacettepe University and 
experience working as a graphic designer.     

Ms. Gizem Gür, Program Assistant, has two 

Staff Transitions

majors in communications and American 

culture and literature f rom Başkent 

University, a Master’s in communication 

science from Hacettepe University, and 

experience working in NGOs. 

Mr. Şahin Kaya has a Bachelor in physics 
f rom Karadeniz Technical University, 
and while completing his Master’s thesis 
in mathematical physics from Ankara 
University, is also doing a B.A. in English 
language and literature at Social Sciences 
University of Ankara. He has taught physics 
and English and worked as a project 
manager. 

We were also delighted to welcome back 

Ms. Nazlı Bulgurluoğlu, Acting American 

Programs Officer, from maternity leave, 

after giving birth to and caring for her son 

Sinan Efe. 

Our Commission now proudly boasts that 

27% of its staff are men – a new record for 

equity in gender!

Dr. Tarık Tansu Yiğit, Educational and 
Placement Adviser, is leaving the 
Commission after nearly two years of 
dedicated work. Dr. Yiğit took over the 
responsibility of aiding student grantees 
in their applications to U.S. universities, 
and contributed greatly to the success 
achieved in their placements. We thank 
him for his important work, and wish him 
success in his intended career in academia.

Follow us on social media:

Pictured: Welcoming Meeting on February 9, 2021
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“When I think of Ersin “Hoca”, I remember a 
grand man, tall and plump, with curious and 
playful eyes peering from behind wired round 
spectacles, and a big smiling face projecting 
down upon me. I remember him to be a jolly 
man, at least to me. He could have been Santa 
Claus in disguise-balding and no beard at all! 
In fact, he had something against mustaches 
and beards he told me once. I remember at 
one point I grew sideburns and one morning 
in the faculty lounge of the Ankara University 
Political Sciences Department, he said to me 
quietly, “Gunay, my boy, why do you want to 
look like a mean hooligan - you might want to 
shave them off.” And, so I did, and I have never 
grown sideburns or a beard since.

I remember a gentleman who was able 
to combine firm principles with empathy; 
optimism, with realism; honesty, with 
diplomacy. And, how he loved America and 
Turkey. He was a model citizen of the new 
Republic, set tocontinue the good work of 
Atatürk, with dynamism and wisdom, and an 
embracing, respectful attitude. 

He opened so many doors. My legal and 
historical research on the Armenian matter 
took me to the east and opened my eyes 
to the tragic history of WWI. I was invited to 
a jovial “Rakı Sofrası” with professors İlber 
Ortaylı, Oral Sander, Hasan Koni, Heath 

In Memoriam:  Prof. Ersin Onulduran

Lowry, Baskın Oran, and so many amazing 
Ph.D. candidates. He discouraged me from 
using airlines for domestic travel as well 
as luxury bus companies, and practically 
ordered me always to ride the less expensive 
and less comfortable bus companies — "to 
learn about the people, their struggles, their 
dreams.” During the first year of my two-year 
Fulbright experience, he had me live in a 
mid-low-income neighborhood that had lots 
of mosques, farmers markets, busy streets, and 
crowded family restaurants and tea houses. 

Finally, I remember Ersin Hoca as a father 
figure. "Do you like your apartment? " 
"What is your rent?", "What is your condo 
service fee?", "Do you need a financial 
supplement?"  One week after my arrival 
to Ankara, I complained that every day 
a man knocked on my apartment door 
and asked for my trash, which I didn’t 
understand, as I would take out my own 
garbage to the dumpster in the back. 
Ersin Hoca started to laugh-“Gunay, 
Gunay, my boy, he is the door man-it's 
one of his jobs to take out the trash.”

I don't think my memories of Ersin 
Onulduran are unique to me. The old 
Fulbright Office at Şehit Ersan Caddesi, 
was a place of light, happiness, laughter, 
and kindness. He looked over his staff like 
a father over his children. And they loved 
him back. He cherished his wonderful 

wife and daughter. And they loved him back.

I wish Judy and Meltem, and everyone who 
knew and loved Ersin Onulduran, peace of 
mind, peace in your hearts. We will remember 
him forever in our mortal hearts, and render 
him immortal by sharing good memories of 
him.”

Ersin Onulduran (1945-2021), professor of 
political science and international relations, 
former Executive Director of the Turkish 
Fulbright Commission between 1986-2010

Contributed by Gunay Evinch, U.S. Student 
Researcher Award Recipient to Turkey, 1991-
1993

Pictured above: Prof. Ersin Onulduran with Senator Fulbright and his wife Harriet Mayor Fulbright



2021 marks the 75th year of the Fulbright 
Program, and a series of activities are planned 
and being carried out for this important 
anniversary; focusing on the program’s impact 
on scholarship, innovation, creativity, and 
mutual understanding between cultures.

At present, the Fulbright Program operates 
in 160 countries and up to now has provided 
over 400,000 students, scholars, teachers, 
artists, and professionals of all backgrounds 
and in all fields the opportunity to study, teach 
and conduct research, exchange ideas, and 
contribute to finding solutions to complex 
global challenges.

75 Years of FULBRIGHT: “Innovators. Trailblazers. Fulbrighters.”

A special website created for this occasion - 
https://fulbright75.org/ - provides a platform 
where news, information and activities can be 
shared by all Fulbright Commissions, alumni, 
and stakeholders, who are jointly celebrating 
75 years of the Fulbright Program. 

All activities support and showcase the 
Fulbright Program’s “ambitious goal-to 
increase mutual understanding and support 
friendly and peaceful relations between the 
people of the United States and the people of 
other countries.”

The Turkish Fulbright Commission has also 
joined in this effort and organized a series of 
events, with the leadership of Alumni Affairs 
and Archives Specialist Ms. Neslihan Tekman. 
She is preparing monthly visuals highlighting 
prominent Turkish and American alumna with 
“Impact” as a theme, she has reached out to 
all Turkish and American alumni to get their 
comments on the impact and significance 
of the Fulbright Program; and has laid the 
groundwork for the Country Day celebration, 
as well as hosting a panel in the event.

Like many other Fulbright Commissions 
around the world, our commission organized 
a Country Day for Turkey on May 7, 2021, 
showcasing the contribution and impact of 
the program and our many alumni to the 
mission of Fulbright. 

The day’s program started with 
a video of some of our alumni 
who have passed away-some 
of the many who have inspired 
us and enriched our lives. After 

Fulbright 75th Year 
Anniversary: Country 

Day for Turkey the opening remarks from our Executive 
Director, Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, was a panel titled 

“Reunion: U.S. Alumni on Making Turkey their 
Home”, where the Advising Coordinator Ms. 
Mevlüde Bakır hosted four U.S. alumni, who 
stayed in Turkey after their grant periods: 

Dr. Julie Mathews, 2000-2001 U.S. Student 
Research Program grantee, Social Sciences 
University of Ankara,  Ankara

Dr. Victoria Rowe Holbrook, 2004-2005 
U.S. Senior Research grantee, İstanbul Bilgi 
University, İstanbul

Ms. Sarah Elizabeth Kılınç, 2004-2005 U.S. 
Student Research grantee, Koç University, 
İstanbul

Mr. Devin Patrick Brown, 2018-2019 ETA 
Program grantee, Koç University, İstanbul

Pictured top, left to right: 
Dr. Victoria Rowe Holbrook, 

Ms. Mevlüde Bakır, Mr. Devin 
Patrick Brown

Bottom, left to right: 
Ms. Sarah Elizabeth Kılınç, 

Dr. Julie Mathews

Pictured above: Some of our alumni highlighted with the impact themes and posted on our social media 
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Pictured:  Dr. Thomas Lovejoy and Ms. Betti Delevi

The next panel, titled “After Fulbright: Career 
Opportunities and New Horizons”, hosted by 
Alumni and Archives Specialist, Ms. Neslihan 
Tekman, welcomed four of our Turkish alumni, 
who shared their experiences of the program’s 
impact on their careers: 

Dr. Yusuf Kağan Kadıoğlu, 2001-2002 Senior 
Researcher grantee,  Ankara University,  Ankara

The last event was a conversation with 
Prof. Thomas Lovejoy, “The Godfather 
of Biodiversity”, the famous biologist, 
conservationist, researcher, academician, 
counsel to many national and international 
organizations, and senior advisor to the 

Mr. Faruk Aktay, 2013-2014 Master’s Program 
grantee, Managing Partner at Aktay Legal, 
İstanbul

Mr. Enes Umur Gökçek, 2017-2018 Master’s 
Program grantee,  Product Manager at Tovala, 
İstanbul

Ms. Meltem Ateş, 2018-2019 FLTA Program 

grantee,  İzmir Democracy University, İzmir

This time the panelists talked about the impact 

of the program on their lives, on a personal and 

professional level, and offered valuable advice 

for prospective grantees. 

president of the United Nations Foundation. 
Prof. Lovejoy was a 50th Anniversary 
Distinguished Fellows Program grantee to 
Turkey in 1996. The conversation covered the 
development of research and scholarship in 
the field, progress achieved in conservation 

efforts, and points of optimism for the 
future. 

We thank our alumni, panelists, and 
commission staff who contributed to the 
day’s program.

Pictured top, left to right: Ms. Neslihan Tekman, Mr. Enes Umur Gökçek, Ms. Meltem Ateş
Bottom, left to right: Dr. Yusuf Kağan Kadıoğlu, Mr. Faruk Aktay 



“You Say We Share” 

- B o t h  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d 
professionally transformative

-Comradery and collegiality 
with respect for diversity and 
individuality

-An amazing opportunity 
to learn, share, grow, and 
contribute

-One of the most amazing 
intellectual experiences in a 
lifetime

-A frameshift to my core values 
and understanding, improving 
my critical thinking to the 
academic issues I work on

-Building and developing 
cooperation, collaboration, friendship, 
and intercultural communication

-The opportunity to experience a different 
culture, to share your own culture, to learn 
and deepen appreciation for others that 
unite us and educate us to become better 
human beings for everyone’s future.

And when asked about the Fulbright 
Program’s contribution to their growth; 
some of the answers were:

-I am a stronger advocate for 
the voiceless

- I  h a v e  b r o a d e n e d 
my perspectives and 
understanding of how we 
learn in different cultures 
and contexts

-It helped me learn, unlearn, 
and relearn about the 
world around me such 
that I may engage as a 
more responsible global 
citizen and serve the global 
community

-Seeing, being, living in 
another country increased 
my self-conf idence as a 
world citizen

-It helped showcase the best of America, 
and encouraged Americans to learn 
about the best of other countries

-My Fulbright grant put me in a position 
to think of questions that would never 
have occurred to me otherwise, while my 
host country allowed me to see my own 
country more clearly

We thank the following American 
and Turkish former grantees for their 
contributions:

Nilüfer Voltan Acar, Kemal Aktaş, Tülin 
Alpkaya, Juzar Ali, James Austin, Ellen 
Benjamin, Richard Broene, Adam 
Calo, Çağla Çavuşoğlu, Carol Delaney, 
Denginur Aksaçı Dikmen, Hüseyin Doğan, 
Nihad Dukhan, Bayram Durmuş, David 
Espey, Ronald Feldman, Teresa Franklin, 
Samantha Friedman, David Goldsman, 
Dipak Gupta,  Victoria Holbrook, Maria 
Karametou, Oya Kerman, Bülent Kızıltan, 
Zeynep Köylü, Okan Külköylüoğlu, Jeffrey 
McCausland, Christopher Melchert, Sanjit 
Mitra, Aral Okay, Gülay Özcengiz, Coşkun 
Özdemir, Lisa Rafonelli, Ezgi Sakman, 
Gamze Seçkin, Anna Stump, Merih 
Yenidünya Sumpter, Galip Engin Şimşek, 
Barry Tharaud, Jon Van Til, Kaya Uysal, 
Hasan Sayim Vural, Paul Work and Johnny 
Zapata.

The Commission reached out to our 
Turkish and American grantees to see what 
their comments on the Fulbright Program 
would be, and how this experience 
impacted their lives.

When asked to define Fulbright in a few 
words, some of the responses were: 

-The best year of my life

-Offering an enriched world vision

-A life-changing experience that will 
challenge what you know and believe 
about the world and will be personified 
in everything you think and do from that 
moment forward

-A fulfilling experience, an honor to carry 
for a lifetime

-Huge contribution to scholarship

-Opportunity to develop skills, and look at 
global issues

-Enabling individuals to engage with 
other cultures in meaningful dialogues, 
modeling in a small way an aspiration for 
societies to do the same

-Rewarding

-Changed me for the better

75 Years of FULBRIGHT: “Innovators. Trailblazers. Fulbrighters.”



10

I came to İstanbul in 2002 as a Senior 
Fulbright Lecturer. And I am still here. How 
did that happen one might ask?

In 2001, I had recently completed my Ph.D. 
in English at the University of Iowa. I had 
been teaching in a community college 
in my hometown of Portland, Oregon 
while completing my dissertation. Once I 
defended, I had taken a trip back to İstanbul 
for some much-needed amusement and 
perspective. “Back to” of course indicates 
that I already had a relationship with the 
city and so in order to discuss my decision 
to come to Turkey in 2002 I need to turn 
back the clock to around 1984, the year I 
first arrived in the city.

No, that is too complicated. Let me start in 
1988, the year I graduated from Boğaziçi 
University (BU) with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in English Literature. After an itinerate, 
adventure-filled young adulthood, I had 
decided to return to university. I interviewed 
in the English department at BU and as 
there were very few foreign students in the 
post-coup 1980s, I was taken in as a kind of 
curiosity. My interviewer, Professor Cevza 
Sevgen, would become my professor, 
my mentor and, later, so much more.

Upon graduation I returned to the U.S. 
for graduate school and various other 
international distractions, mostly French. 
And it was in 2001, at the end of my 
formal education and with no academic 
employment crisis to contend with that 
I went back to İstanbul, partly to visit old 
friends and partly to imagine my next step 
in life given there were many choices for 
English Ph.D.s at the turn of the twenty-
f irst century. Prof. Sevgen was waiting 
for me in her office on the fourth floor of 
Anderson Hall, the stately, iconic building 
that is so beautiful in the spring flanked by 
Judas trees in bloom. I had rolled into town 
every three years or so since I left in 1989 
so Prof. Sevgen and I were able to pick up 
where we left off quite easily.

In the course of our conversation, probably 
in response to my asking her what she 
thought I should do next with my life, Prof. 
Sevgen said to me, “Why don’t you apply 
for a Fulbright?” I remember being very 
taken aback by this suggestion. Fulbright 
grants were for important people, for 
scholars and writers with reputations. 
True, my dissertation was being published 
as a book by Colorado University Press 
(Elizabeth Bishop: The Art of Travel, 2003), 
but who was I to presume?

Upon return to the U.S., I started the 
application process despite, or more 
likely because of my misgivings. I worked 
long and hard on it, trying to convince 
the Commission of my worth even as I 
elucidated and crystalized for myself the 
many reasons why I would be an asset 
to the program in İstanbul, Turkey. I had 
roots in the country, both emotional 
and intellectual. I would be a bridge for 
students studying English and American 
Literature. I had been one of them and I 
knew what they did and did not know. I 
understood their fears and their dreams: 
I had shared them all. I was a recent 
American Ph.D. whose own graduate 
school success had been facilitated by 
the top-notch undergraduate education 
I received in the best public university in 
Turkey. It was time to give and give back.

I was very, very surprised when I received 
the official letter that told me I had indeed 
“won” (it felt like winning something) 
a Fulbright Senior Lecturer position at 
Boğaziçi University in İstanbul for the 

following academic year. It turned out 
that I was the recipient of what was 
called a minority institution award. An 
apparently strong application, as well as 
an enthusiastic letter of invitation from the 
Chair of the English Department, Prof. Oya 
Başak, had all been in my favor.

And the rest is my history. I loved teaching 
at my alma mater during that year of 
2002. The students were bright and polite 
and engaged. And while I had loved my 
classroom experiences in the U.S., as a 
Teaching Assistant for nine years and 
then at the community college for a 
few years where a good portion of my 
Freshman Composition students were 
Iraqi War veterans, I was overwhelmed 
with gratitude for the opportunity that 
the Fulbright had given me. Not only was 
I enjoying my students, I was stimulated 
by various research projects that seemed 
to cry out to be pursued. I would present 
a paper at a local American Literature 
conference on the American writer James 
Baldwin’s years in İstanbul in the 1960s. A 
former professor in my department, David 
Leeming, had been his friend, secretary 
and eventual biographer. But no one had 
written about Baldwin’s İstanbul years in 
any concerted way yet. I would be the first 
thanks to my Fulbright year. The article 
would become chapter seven of my second 
book American Writers in Istanbul which 
I would eventually publish with Syracuse 
University Press in 2009.

When my Fulbright year was up, I was 
called into the off ice of my former 
professor, mentor, now colleague and 
Department Chair. Prof. Sevgen asked 
me if I would like to formally apply to 
become a full-time faculty member in the 
department. The answer was immediate. 
Yes. How could I ever leave anyway? Where 
else would I find this alchemy of cultural 
stimulation and professional satisfaction? 
The Fulbright Commission hosted events, 
my favorite being the yearly gathering at 
the U.S. Consulate General’s residence on 
the edge of a high cliff overlooking the 
Bosphorus in Arnavutköy. It was glamorous 
and fun. I had many friends with many 
connections in the city, both high-brow 
and low. These friendships would become 
my story.

I have not regretted my choice to stay in 

Kim L. Fortuny
Professor of English

Department of Western 
Languages and Literatures, 

Boğaziçi University

2002-2003, Fulbright Senior 
Lecturer to Boğaziçi University

Three of our alumni wrote extended letters talking about their Fulbright experiences.



and the Environment in Turkish Culture: 
Ecocriticism and Transnational Literature.  
Many of my undergraduate Turkish 
students have won (yes won) Fulbright 
study abroad scholarships and many 
others have gone on to do successful 
graduate study in the U.S. I have also 
been in a position to facilitate the visits 

of other Senior Fulbright Lecturers to our 
department over the years.

My 2002 Fulbright led to a chain of 
successes that have touched many more 
lives than just my own. On behalf of all of us 
I extend my thanks and gratitude.

My Fulbright year as a Lecturer of 
American Literature in the Language, 
History, and Geography Faculty of Ankara 
University changed my life profoundly at 
a personal and professional level. I owe 
this transformational experience in no 
small measure to some wonderful people: 
Arthur A. Bardos and Dr. Helena K. Finn 
(U.S.I.S.- Foreign Service officers); Hüsnü 
Ersoy (Executive Director of the Fulbright 
Commission); Dr. Necla Aytür, Head of 
American Literature; friendly neighbors 
in my Çankaya high-rise; and some loyal 
students who served as guides to hidden 
wonders – out of the way shops in Ulus, 
villages just beyond the edge of the city.

All of these people and many more were 
very “welcoming” a defining concept in 
Turkey for a society that values social 
cohesion at the family, community, and 
national level. 

For a set of complex reasons-the value set 
on “individualism” for one-America can 
often make one feel alone, even in large 
crowds. Many years ago, an American 
sociologist wrote a famous book, The 

Turkey one day in eighteen plus years. 
We have been through good times and 
bad, and then sometimes worse. But I 
have been rooted and productive. I am 
now a full Professor and published my 
third book with I.B Tauris, Bloomsbury 
Press, London in 2020. The title reflects 
the shift in my research focus: Animal 

Howard R. Wolf
Emeritus Professor of English, 

SUNY at Buffalo

1983-1984, Fulbright Senior 
Lecturer to Ankara University

Lonely Crowd. This may explain why 
Americans are often so eager to join causes 
– for better and worse – that make them 
feel less alone. 

After I returned from my Fulbright year in 
Turkey, I noticed that I was more sensitive 
to aloneness and isolation among my 
students at SUNY-Buffalo, a large state 
university in which it’s easy to get lost. 
I started then to pay more individual 
attention to them and to make them feel 
that my office was a “welcoming” place.

My Turkish students were typically not 
affluent, and they treasured books and 
school supplies, even shared erasers and 
paper clips. They didn’t take education 
for granted as an add-on to middle class 
life. For them, learning English, the world 
language in our era, as French was in the 
19th century, was an essential tool for 
economic survival. 

One student from the Black Sea region 
gave me a pound of hazelnuts when I left. 
His family grew them, he said. I couldn’t 
have been given a more generous gift or 
one that showed better how far he had 
traveled for an education. In revealing ways, 
my students responded most to those 
American books and stories that dealt with 
life’s basic issues – poverty, hunger, faith: 
Hemingway and Steinbeck. They found 
the horror stories of Edgar Allen Poe and 
the tales of Washington Irving (“Rip Van 
Winkle”) to be odd. They wanted to know 
why so many American stories ended with 
the protagonist awakening from a dream 
(James Thurber). Reality appealed more to 
them than fantasy.

I appreciated this preference because 
the form of literary criticism that was 
au courant in America at the time 
(Postmodernism, Deconstruction) was, 
so far as I was concerned, too abstruse 
and opaque – not of great social value. My 

Turkish students helped me believe more 
in my primary commitments.

It’s all too easy for an academic to give 
in, however unconsciously, to prevailing 
“schools” of thought and to surrender 
one’s deepest commitments. In this sense, 
my Fulbright year was one of intellectual 
liberation for me from the “tyranny,” so 
to speak, of what was then fashionable 
“French theory” (Jacques Derrida, Roland 
Barthes). 

One of America’s important mottos is E 
pluribus unum (“Out of many, one”). This 
was an important mandate in 1782 when 
the country was trying to put many states 
together to have a union of “united” states.

To some extent, Turkey reversed the 
equation for me. So much seemed 
different and was: architecture (exquisite 
mosques), social relations (good friends 
became arkadaş), and so many layers of 
civilization that could be unearthed at a 
single site (as in Ephesus). 

After Turkey, I began more and more to 
think about cooperative diversity as a 
global model. Part of this diversity was 
made evident to me through the music, 
art, ceramics, cuisine, craft (weaving), and 
literature of Turkey.

After Turkey, I became more attentive to 
the arts of other countries in order to add 
to my cultural tool-box as a writer and more 
sensitive to the ways in which landscapes 
shape character. Can I ever forget a sail off 
the coast of Kaş? I began to think of writing 
as a form of weaving a rug that somehow 
embodies the fabric of a life that had given 
rise to it – an authentic design.

Of all the good things that America has 
done on an international level since WWII, 
none has been more important in my view 
than the Fulbright grants that have allowed 

75 Years of FULBRIGHT: “Innovators. Trailblazers. Fulbrighters.”
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American educators and students to be 
able-with the cooperation of welcoming 
host countries- to expand their horizons 
as well as to increase enlightenment on a 
global basis.

So much more to say. I’ve written some 
of it in a longer essay about my Fulbright 
year, “An American in Anatolia,” in my book 
The Education of a Teacher (1987). Some of 
what I say there will resonate, I hope, with 

other Fulbrighters, no matter where they 
have served. 

My Fulbright opened the window to a 
larger world for me, and it never has closed.

Sarah Elizabeth Kılınç
Academic Program Director, 

Writing Center Co-Director, 
Koç University 

2004-2005 U.S. Student 
Research Grantee to Boğaziçi 

University

It was never a single moment or reason, 
rather, a culmination of factors and fate 
that led to my decision to study abroad 
in Turkey. Once there as a participant of 
the Georgetown University program in 
Alanya, I knew this country would change 
the course of my life. One of the pull factors 
was how quickly I was learning the Turkish 
language. After seven years of studying 
Japanese, I realized how much easier it 
was to acquire a language through an 
immersive experience. After only f ive 
months studying abroad, I was already able 
to converse in Turkish comfortably and I 
wanted to invest more time into becoming 
fluent. I completed the final year of college 
at my alma mater, Duke University, 
majoring in Cultural Anthropology and 
minoring in Asian and African Languages 
and Literatures, and received my Fulbright 
application acceptance in May 2004, the 
day of my graduation ceremony. 

My research in Turkey was based on 
how identity is formed and understood 
depending on the varying contexts of 
dialogue and interaction. I was interested 
in studying the Turkish language and 
culture of course, but I was more interested 
in living it. I met my (then future) husband 
the summer I arrived for my Fulbright year 
and spent much of the next 12 months with 
him and with his family, learning about 
the political landscape, the economic 
structure and a lot about the healt care and 
education systems of Turkey. We spoke 
Turkish together from the very beginning, 
and I was working hard to master my 
Turkish skills as much as possible. We 
were neighbors and became good friends 
quickly. We were in a relationship for two 
years when we finally got married in 2006. 
I had no idea of my career path at the end 
of my Fulbright year, but I knew I had made 
a significant investment in this place and 
wanted to continue learning and growing 
in my new environment. I applied and 
was accepted into the Atatürk Institute 
of Modern History program at Boğaziçi 
University where I completed my M.A. 
degree. 

Another factor that pulled me to stay in 
İstanbul was a chance encounter with 
then Duke philosophy professor Güven 
Güzeldere. He came into my husband’s 
family’s store as a customer and once we 
began talking, he explained that he was in 
İstanbul for the very first year of the Duke 
University Summer in Turkey Study Abroad 
Program. I volunteered as a program 
assistant that summer and Prof. Güzeldere 
was able to hire me the following year as the 
program coordinator under his leadership. 
In the following six years through my work 
with these students, I was able to travel all 
over Turkey from Gaziantep to Erzurum 
and from Konya to Hatay. We also received 
a grant for a Duke Engage project – an 
international community outreach and 
engagement program at Duke – where 
we created a summer camp educational 
program for study abroad students to 
volunteer at an orphanage facility (Çocuk 

Esirgeme Kurumu) in Eyüp. We spent 
time with the children there doing theater, 
hosting sports events, teaching English 
and carrying out art and music activities. 
One of the little girls staying there in 2008 
would enter my life many years later at 
another fated moment. While staying 
involved with the coordination of the study 
abroad programs, I was also developing 
myself as an English instructor. I began 
teaching English at an English course after 
getting my TEFL certification, and then I 
spent two years as a full-time teacher at 
Şişli Terakki Foundation Schools. In 2010, 
my son Kayra Emil was born, and I took a 
year off teaching to stay with him. Then, 
I was hired in 2011 to the Koç University 
English Language Center prep school. We 
had been building a house in Zekeriyaköy 
and were finally able to move in once I 
started at Koç. 

In 2013, we got a green card for my husband 
and moved to the U.S. for 8 months, but 
ultimately decided that İstanbul was our 
home (it had been for 9 years) and we 
would be happier there, so we returned. 
I went back to working at Koç University 
and that’s where I ran into the little girl I 
had met through the Duke Engage project. 
She was now a student at Koç University, 
studying law. It was incredible to connect 
again with such an incredible young 
woman.

In 2015, I gave birth to my daughter Azra 
Elis and in 2018, I was hired as the director 
of the Academic Writing Program and 
Co-director of the Koç University Writing 
Center. I love my job and have worked hard 
to build the life that I have with the support 
of my husband and his family. We travel 
back to the U.S. each year and it’s certainly 
difficult being away from my American 
family for so long, but my parents and 
siblings visit us every few years and we 
have really created a strong bridge across 
the two countries. I am living proof of the 
incredible impact the Fulbright Program 
can have on students.



Fulbright Alumni 
Association Events

The Fulbright Alumni Association 
organized a series of online seminars with 
esteemed Fulbrighters on various subject 
areas like psychology, education, art and 
architecture. On January 3rd, Assoc. Prof. 
Yavuz Samur, who completed his Ph.D. in 

In 2009 she started Spolin-ist with her 
partner Emir Gamsız, bringing Viola 
Spolin’s improvisation technique to Turkey, 
and translated Spolin’s seminal book 
Improvisation for the Theater into Turkish. 
In 2018 Maltepe and Gamsız returned to 
İstanbul and started a two-year Spolin 
improvisation school named “Theater 
Games School.” They also started Bach 
Café where they organize music, and 
theater events.

Instructional Design and Technology at 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University as a Fulbright grantee gave a 
webinar on “Tips for Distance Learning.” 
Dr. Samur talked about and shared the 
results of some of his research on remote 
learning processes. He also discussed the 
significance of the learning environment, 

the content of digital tools and the 
attention span of the learners on remote 
learning.

Dr. Samur’s research interests are 
d e s i g n i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  g a m e s , 
gamification, game addiction and game-
based learning.

The next seminar was on Saturday, January 
16th, with Ege Maltepe, who talked on “The 
Pandemic and how it has affected art and 
communication.” She explained how art, 
music, and digital games act as keepers of 
mental health. She also talked about new 
digital breakthroughs in art, and two of her 
initiatives; Spolin Theater Games School 
(improvisation techniques created by Viola 
Spolin), and Bach Café – a digital platform 
where participants can listen to or watch 
music, theater, interviews, and talks. 

Actor, writer, director, educator, Ms. 
Maltepe started her career in drama 
at the “Nöbetçi Theater School” run by 
Ferhan Şensoy. She studied Acting at 
İhsan Doğramacı Bilkent University, and 

News from the Alumni

at the New Actors Workshop (NAW), with 
a Fulbright Master's Grant. 

She lived and worked in New York; acting, 
stage managing, teaching, and directing 
at various venues and projects. Apart from 
Nichols and Morrison at her MFA Program 
in NAW, she worked with writers and 
directors like Edward Albee, Kevin Kline, 
Stanley Tucci, John Patrick Shanley, David 
Lindsay-Abaire, Philip Seymour Hoffmann, 
and Eve Ensler.

Pictured above and right : Dr. Yavuz Samur
Pictured right: Ms. Ege Maltepe
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On March 12th, the Association continued 
its series of Alumni Talks with two 
Fulbrighters; Mr. Alper Derinboğaz and Dr. 
Ozan Avcı on the topic “New Natures” in 
architecture. 

Alper Derinboğaz discussed some of his 
recent Salon projects such as Ecotone, 
pandemic resistant sustainable offices in 
the Yıldız Technical University Teknopark 
Campus, and İstanbul City Museum, a 
new museum for the city which is under 
construction; while Dr. Ozan Avcı talked 
about “the new” in architectural design 
and its implications on students’ learning 
and creativity.

Mr. Derinboğaz graduated from İstanbul 
Technical University (İTÜ), and received 
a Fulbright Scholarship for his master’s 
degree in Architecture and Urbanism 
Department at UCLA. He founded 
SALON in 2010 as an architecture practice, 
referring to the French term, as a gathering 
space for emerging ideas or criticism. 
Recognized among EUROPE 40 UNDER 
40 in 2019, he has received many awards, 
recognitions and honors internationally 

including the German Design Award in 
2018, Good Design Award in 2018, World 
Architecture Award in 2017, Plan Award 
for INNOVATIVE ARCHITECTURE in 2015, 
and A+ Architizer Award 2015; and most 
recently, as one of the 20 “Best Young 
Practices of 2020” among 350 submissions 
from all over the world, by Archdaily.

Dr. Ozan Avcı, also a graduate of İTÜ, 
received his M.S. and Ph.D. in Architectural 
Design, having conducted research 
for his dissertation at the University of 
Pennsylvania with a Fulbright grant. He 
is presently teaching at MEF University. 
His works and designs have won several 
awards.   

Saplings were donated to the TEMA 
Foundation on behalf of the guest speakers. 
The Alumni Association thanks them for 
their contribution and the attendees for 
their participation.

Article Published by 
Samantha Friedman

Samantha Friedman’s article titled 
“Housing Outcomes in Turkey: How Do 
Middle-Income Households Fare?” was 
published in the December 2020 issue of 
City & Community. 

Ms. Friedman is currently Associate 
Professor & Internship Director at the 
Department of Sociology at SUNY, Albany. 
She was the recipient of a 2014-2015 
Fulbright U.S. Scholar Research Grant, 
with which she conducted research at 
Hacettepe University, the results of which 
formed the basis of her new article.

Prof. Cem 
Balçıkanlı’s Book 

Gets Published

Cem Balçıkanlı, a 2008-2009 Foreign 
Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) 
Program alumnus, is a professor of 
English Language Teaching at Gazi 
University. We are happy to learn that 
his book 50 Soruda Dil Öğrenme has 
just been published.

Pictured above left: Alper Derinboğaz
Pictured below left: Dr. Ozan Avcı



Prof. Hakan Özoğlu’s 
Latest Book Gets 

Published 2017-2018 U.S. Scholar Program Senior 
Research Grant recipient Prof. Hakan 
Özoğlu has published his new book titled 
The Decline of the Ottoman Empire 
and The Rise of the Turkish Republic: 
Observations of an American Diplomat, 
1919-1927. Prof. Özoğlu had come to İstanbul 
to conduct research on the archives kept 
in İstanbul of Admiral Bristol, the U.S. High 
Commissioner in Turkey during the years 
1919-1927. A key diplomat, Admiral Bristol’s 
observations and recommendations 
helped shape U.S. foreign policy in the 
Ottoman Empire, and his actions also 
laid the foundations of the strategic 
partnership between Turkey and the U.S.

News from the Alumni

Prof. Berrin Tansel is Honored with Award from the American 
Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists
Every year, the American Academy of 
Environmental Engineers and Scientists 
(AAEES) honors an individual who 
demonstrates leadership, originality 
and has innovative solutions to current 
environmental challenges. Berrin Tansel, 
professor of environmental engineering 
and undergraduate program director in 
the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering at Florida International 
University (FIU), was recognized this year. 

Berrin Tansel received a Fulbright Master's 
Grant to study Environmental Engineering 
at the University of Wisconsin, after getting 
a B.S. in Chemical Engineering from Middle 
East Technical University. She went on to 
get her Ph.D. and then worked on water 
treatment in Boston. Tansel then joined 
FIU as a visiting professor, bringing her 
industry experience into academia. It was 
this industry and consulting experience 
that led Tansel to receive her first National 
Science Foundation grant, followed by 
multiple grants from the U.S. Army to build 
a compact filtration system for oil-water 
separation. This was in response to the oil 
spill that took place in the Gulf of Mexico 
during the early 90s. Another highlight of 
Tansel’s career at FIU has been working 

closely with NASA on multiple novel ideas. 
One is a research project to develop a 
technology that reduces the payload, or 
space cargo, in space shuttles. Fifty percent 
of a space shuttle consists of water for 
astronauts to use and for vegetation in 
shuttles or to test vegetation in planets 
like Mars or the Moon. However, a gallon 

alone of water costs thousands of dollars to 
transport, thus a need to create a filtration 
process.

When asked about how she feels about 
receiving the 2021 AAEES award, Tansel 
says: “I’m humbled and honored. I am 
happy to see my work be appreciated by 
my professional society.”

Pictured: Berrin Tansel at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, Space Life Sciences Laboratory (SLSL) 
conducting experiments on the aerobic rotation biological reactor for closed loop water recovery (i.e., 
water recycling in space)
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An Inspiring Story

Prof. Feride Çiçekoğlu
Could you talk about yourself, and your childhood within the 
family culture you were brought up in? Were there any people 
and events that have influenced you?

I was brought up in Ankara – and that is important to understand 
my background. Those who know Ankara in the 50s and 60s, 
also know it was a well-defined city, identifying strongly with the 
Turkish Republic. My father was a lawyer and prosecutor, serving 
in the Supreme Court. So, those were the parameters that were 
influential in my childhood. From the time I was a year old, until 
I went to the United States as a Fulbright scholar, we lived in 
Kocatepe – which was a very different neighborhood than what it 
is now. The mosque was not built then. In its place was a big park 
where children used to play. 

Trying to define my childhood, I would say I was a very lonely 
child. I don’t know if I preferred it that way, or ended up that way. 
I remember myself making up stories all the time, and I had 
imaginary friends. 

An event that made a huge impression on me was the time I lived 
in New York as a five-and-a-half-year-old child. My father was sent 
to New York to do research at the Sing Sing Prison. As a weird turn 
of fate, he would much later come to visit me at Mamak, and then 
Ulucanlar Prisons.

What was impressive for me during my stay in New York is that 
I fell in love with the city. I’m not exaggerating – all through my 
school years, I dreamt of the city. We had a first-floor apartment 
at Chelsea, very close to what is today the High Line. We stayed 
there for six months from spring to fall in 1957. At the time, I went 
through two traumas, both related to New York. The first was 
when my father left for New York alone. Six months later, we joined 
him there, and then, I was very happy again. I was happy we were 
reunited, and I loved the place. The second trauma was coming 
back to Ankara, with its strict style, well defined codes of conduct 
and ways of living. 

In New York, it was easy to walk just one block and come across 
a completely different neighborhood, a different culture, like 
Chinatown. We had a Greek grocer, who told different versions 
of past events than we heard in Ankara. My father would get into 
arguments with him, and I would listen to both, although I was 

obviously not old enough to understand what they were saying. I 
think that made a huge impact on me, when I realized that truth 
had different versions. 

How did you decide to apply for the Fulbright Program? What 
kind of an impact did it make on you?

After graduating from the Architecture Department at Middle 
East Technical University (METU), I applied for a Fulbright grant 
to do my Ph.D. in the U.S. The grant gave me the opportunity to 
go back, and live in places which I loved. Getting away from that 
very well-defined Ankara and similarly constructed way of life was 
a relief. I was really looking forward to my grant period.  

So, I am grateful to Fulbright on two counts. First, because it gave 
me the opportunity to go back to the U.S. And then because I 
realized again that “truth” wasn’t always what it seemed to be. 

It was in my years in the U.S. that I became political. While I was at 
METU, I had nothing to do with politics – when almost everyone 
else was political and being anti-imperialistic was dogmatically 
fashionable. And then in the U.S. I became political, perhaps as a 
reaction to my thesis adviser with whom I had a dispute. Russell 
L. Ackoff was professor of management science at the Wharton 

Pictured below: Feride Çiçekoğlu at the American Museum of Natural 
History, New York, 1957



were things I could do without exerting a lot of effort, that came 
naturally. But it took me a while to come to that understanding.

Still, you chose to pursue your graduate studies in the same 
field?

Yes, but I shifted my focus, to Environmental Psychology for my 
Master's, and Ideal Cities for my Ph.D. 

I applied for the Fulbright grant after graduating with my 
bachelor degree in Architecture; and because I had a gap year, I 
decided to do a Master's program – instead of enjoying my free 
time! I finished the two-year program in one. So, that’s another 
way how I missed up on real life, having real life experiences. 

Doing my Masters was a way to finish my Ph.D. in a shorter time 
– I was able to do it in three years, and graduated at 25 – which is 
ridiculous really; you don’t know what you want to do at that age. 

Anyway, I started with Prof. Russel Ackoff, with the theme: 
“Designing Philadelphia as an Ideal City.” He had also offered 
me a job; I was getting paid in addition to my scholarship and 
was able to travel to California or Toronto for a weekend, which 
was a tremendous luxury for a graduate student. But then we 
had this dispute, and my life changed to a very different course. 
After the dispute, I found the only Marxist on campus, Thomas 
Reiner, a wonderful person, who had immigrated to the U.S. from 
Czechoslovakia at an early age with his family. 

He had an ironic attitude towards Marxism and Socialism. He 
always had this smile, which showed empathy whenever we 
talked about Marxist ideals. 

Once, the Head of the CIA, Richard Colby 
was visiting the campus, and speaking to 
students in the big hall. The Vietnam War 
had just ended. I was in a demonstration 
with a couple of other students, from Turkey, 
Iran, and one American. We were very proud 
of ourselves, walking in a circle, holding 
posters. We thought we were disturbing 
everyone; we were so subjective in our 
thinking! In fact, nobody cared! I now want to 
hug my young self, my naiveté. Maybe that’s 
also why Thomas Reiner had this empathic, 
sympathetic look when he talked with me! 
I wish so much I was able to talk with him 
much later.

So, after you finished your studies and 
came back to Turkey, what did you do?

I wanted to apply to METU, but at the time, 
it was generally felt that staff positions were 
being filled by right-wing people. Also, the 
Chamber of Architects, which at that time 
was quite on the left had declared that 
nobody should apply for jobs at the Faculty 

School at the University of Pennsylvania (UPenn), and he was a 
very well known, respected academician. His background was 
from architecture just like mine was. I was very happy to have 
him as advisor at the beginning, but then, we started to clash. I 
realized there was a conception of seeing everything as “ideal”. 
I started questioning that, because I felt like an outsider there. 

Looking back retrospectively, I think my three years in the U.S. 
was like a postponed adolescence, reacting to everything around 
me – something I should have done ten years earlier! My family, 
and the setting I was brought up in was extremely well defined. 
They were not conservative, but there were expectations of doing 
things correctly, and I always complied. I was a boringly good 
student. I felt I always had to get the best grades and come out 
first. I remember being very upset when I was fourth in my Middle 
School graduation ceremony, so afterwards, I graduated first 
from both high school and my bachelor degree. And even though 
I had realized I would never become an architect at the first week 
of school - since I did not enjoy drawing, and was not good in 
visualizing three dimensional objects! 

How come you chose Architecture then?

Because it had a high entrance score! I just had to prove that I was 
a good student, did very well in the entrance exam, and ended 
up at the Architecture Department at METU. Now, I always tell 
my students not to care about what their families want to boast 
about or what neighbors will say. I advise them to pick up what 
they want to do.

As for myself, I just wanted to tell stories – it was so obvious. I 
would have chosen to study Literature if I could think for myself. 
But with good grades and scores and expectations, I ended up 
in Architecture. On the other hand, I took all elective courses 
from Comparative Literature, Drama, and the like; and I was the 
star student in those without any real effort – it felt exhilarating. 
I wrote a piece for my dear professor, Belma Ötüş, who used 
to teach Comparative Drama at METU. There I realized there 

"So, coming from a city like Ankara 
where all relationships were kept 
under a watchful eye; Philadelphia, 
and of course especially New York 
were culturally very different and 
welcoming."

Pictured below: Feride Çiçekoğlu in the farewell party at Middle East 
Technical University Campus, 1973
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of Architecture at METU. So, I didn’t. And now I cannot understand 
why I complied with that decision – it’s a mystery for me! 

I ended up at Gazi University, a place with which I could not 
identify with at all. The student body, as well as the physical 
environment was very different. I didn’t enjoy teaching. The 
hierarchy there was completely alien for me.

So, on with the politics, I went on!

We understand that Gazi University was very different from 
METU. But how would you compare Gazi, METU with UPenn? 
Could you talk about the atmosphere at the three schools, 
and how it felt to study and work in these three different 
environments?

I think I was not fully aware of all the potential at UPenn. I was 
too young, too naïve, too anxious to finish my studies quickly to 
understand and experience the culture. I do not understand the 
reason now, but I was in a haste. For example, Louis Kahn, the 
famous architect was teaching there at the time. I did not go to 
one of his classes even once! I don’t know why! 

Maybe because I knew I wouldn’t work as an architect; I was closer 
to classes from Social Sciences and Literature. I finished all my 
courses in a very short time. I was very successful; I was also able 
to express myself in a multicultural environment.

But I think, UPenn was very elitist. I say that even with my 
background from Ankara Maarif Koleji and then METU, two 
schools which had fully prepared me for the American experience 
– language wise and education wise. I was used to, and felt 
comfortable, living in a cosmopolitan culture. Yet, at UPenn if 
you were from what was called “a developing country” it was as 
if you were pigeonholed and treated as “the other”. That feeling 
was alienating. When I say UPenn was elitist, I mean there was a 
strong WASP culture there at the time. 

On the other hand, even the “revolutionaries” at METU didn’t 
allow male and female students to walk hand in hand, or kiss 
in public, saying it was “against our culture.” So, coming from 
a city like Ankara where all relationships were kept under a 
watchful eye; Philadelphia, and of course especially New York 
were culturally very different and welcoming.

As for Gazi, after I returned from UPenn and began teaching 
there, I didn’t realize at first how different it was. I had become 
accustomed to the freedom of expression I had experienced at 
UPenn. At Gazi, I talked about my Ph.D. thesis, which focused on 
the unfairness of urban renewal. In Philadelphia, these projects 
had pushed out Black and low-income families from Society Hill, 
the historic neighborhood in the city center. 

While talking about this topic, I realized that some students in 
my classes were showing reactions, even threatening, physical 
reactions. I could not understand their hostility, their line of 
thinking. I became estranged from the school. In the end, I took 
a leave of absence. That was in 1979.

What did you do then?

There was a raid in our neighborhood, Yenimahalle, where the 
police came and confiscated lots of leftist publications, and 
detained my husband and there was a search warrant for me. I 
was arrested and heavily tortured and held for 55 days after the 
coup in 1980.

In the end I was sentenced to six years in prison, with an option 
to be released in four years on good conduct.

What were you accused of?

The Turkish Penal Code Article 141 – socialism propaganda. That 
article was annulled in 1991. So, the junta literally owes me four 
years but how to demand it? 

You seem to have graduated from many challenges with flying 
colors on your way. Now, looking back, are you happy with 
choosing the path you did, first architecture, then editing, 
writing, teaching? Do you think your new adopted field of 
study was a good fit for you?

Ending up as a script writer years later is a weird turn of fate, but I 
feel I became what I was meant to be. It was definitely a difficult 
road, and I wouldn’t suggest anyone taking a similar road. 

I’m happy with the whole route, with all the choices I have made. 
My life may have gone sideways with each choice I made, but in 
the end, I ended up at a place with a broader vision. And I really 
like where I ended up; I feel lucky to have been able to teach film 
for the last twenty years – and that was made possible because 
of the novella I wrote, “Don’t Let Them Shoot the Kite.”

And again, there was a lot of luck and chance events, coincidences 
that helped me. It’s a funny story.

Pictured: Feride Çiçekoğlu at the prison courtyard in Ankara



ten years earlier, my life had gone down on a roller coaster, and 
now, it was turning up. 

That year there was a scenario category for the Yunus Nadi Prizes. 
I wrote a story about the Botter apartment building in Tünel, 
İstanbul, a beautiful building commissioned for the Sultan’s 
Dutch tailor, Jean Botter, and designed by the sultan’s royal Italian 
architect Raimondo D'Aronco.

I wrote a script of my encounter and conversation with Zeynep 
Ovyar, who was living in a top story of that apartment, and sent 
it to the Yunus Nadi Competition. It won a prize, and was made 
into a film later on. 

Then Tunç Başaran asked me to write the script for “Don’t Let 
Them Shoot the Kite / Uçurtmayı Vurmasınlar”, and I wrote it, 
which became a film in 1989, and won five prizes in the Antalya 
Film Festival that year, including the Golden Orange for best 
script. Then came the script for “Journey to Hope.”One thing led 

Tunç Başaran, the famous director, was shooting a commercial, 
at the house of a dear friend of mine, Zeynep Rona. She was an 
art historian and had been the librarian at METU.  On his noon 
break Tunç wandered into a bookstore and bought 10 books from 
new writers. He arranged them like a fan, and mine happened to 
be right in the middle! So, he took my book and began reading, 
and finished it during the break. He took the book to Zeynep’s 
home and placing it on the table, declared “Find this woman for 
me, I’m going to make a film of this!”

And Zeynep looked at the book and said, “Ohh, but that’s Feride.” 
We had lost track of each other, but she reached me. So, out of 
the blue, I received this call saying a director wanted to make 
a film from my book. He wanted me to sell him the rights; but 
I was reluctant, I didn’t know him, I didn’t know what kind of a 
film he would make. 

I had no idea about Yeşilçam, or how film making worked. I used 
to watch only artistic films, like the French New Wave!

So, we decided to meet and work for a while, and see if we were 
on the same page. During the time we worked I was curious 
what a script looked like, and how it was written. His wife at the 
time, Jale, who was an art director, actually brought me a script, 
written in the Turkish/European style. On each page, there were 
two sections, on one side was the “mise en scène” and on the 
other would be the dialogue. So, that was my first lesson in script 
writing, a profession I picked up a little later.

1988 was the year that overturned my life in a positive way. About 

"I’m happy with the whole route, with 
all the choices I have made. My life 
may have gone sideways with each 
choice I made, but in the end, I ended 
up at a place with a broader vision."

Pictured: Feride Çiçekoğlu at the set of “Don’t Let Them Shoot the Kite” 
(second row from the back) / Sultanahmet Prison (converted to Four 
Seasons Hotel later), İstanbul, 1988

Pictured: “Don’t Let Them Shoot the Kite”. The cover of the first edition 
(1986)



20

to another, and those became the star years of my career, books, 
scripts and awards. My daughter was also born in 1990. 

I started to work at the Turkish Cinema and Audiovisual Culture 
Foundation, TÜRSAK; and then at the history foundation where 
I edited the journal “İstanbul”. We also organized two exhibitions. 
“Three Generations of the Republic”, and “Family Histories of the 
Republic.” During that time, I was collaborating with graphic 
designer, Elif Ayiter, also a Fulbright scholar, who had just become 
affiliated with the visual communication design department of 
a newly founded university. 

So, in another ten-year cycle, the end of the nineties, at another 
lucky turn of my life, I came across İstanbul Bilgi University, one 
of the first foundation universities in Turkey. They asked me to 
teach visual culture, at the Department of Visual Communication 
& Design. 

After working in different fields for twenty years, going back 
to school, teaching, and being with students felt wonderful. I 
realized this was what I was meant to do. I went through the 
academic process, becoming a professor in film studies in the 
end. I have been happy, the last two decades in the academic 
environment of İstanbul Bilgi University, with its basic motto that 
“we learn for life, not for school”, with its inclusivity and its respect 
for a diversity of individuals with different lifestyles. 

One more turning point may be worth mentioning. In 2016, I 
made a brief return to architecture, with the Venice Biennale, 
when I co-curated the Turkish Pavilion at the 15th International 
Architecture Exhibition. 

It was very meaningful for me; but it also worked out well for my 
daughter Hüner. She is a fashion designer, who studied at the 
Pratt Institute, in NYC. Luckily, I was working for a TV serial at the 
time, and thus was able to pay for her school!

Anyway, she was invited to participate in the event, and had 
designed tote bags with recycled materials for the occasion. They 
became so popular, that she started her own brand. 

So, my brief return to architecture created an opportunity for us 
to bond professionally as well. This we felt strongly when we had 
a wonderful meal at Zencefil, one of our favorite places at Beyoğlu 
in İstanbul, just before it closed due to the pandemic. A sad day it 
was in a way, but also joyful for us since Hüner signed the contract 
for her new atelier that day when we posed for the camera. 

By good chance I had my tote bag from the biennial, which she 
had numbered as “one.” Each bag she designs is unique and I 
feel very privileged to have the one with number “one”. It marks 
my best first degree in life.

What do you think are your other “best” works? The ones that 
make you proud?

That’s a difficult question!

I think it’s my students who make me proud.

"It’s so good to see and observe the 
new generations. They are so open to 
the world, and they are not making 
some of the mistakes our generation 
made."

Pictured: Prof. Feride Çiçekoğlu at Venice Architecture Biennale 2016 (with 
young colleagues and her  daughter Hüner Aldemir next to her)

Pictured: Feride Çiçekoğlu at the set of “Journey to Hope”, San Bernardino, 
Switzerland, 1989

For example, I have Burak Çevik, whom I’ve known for the last 
decade. I knew him from his high school years. He was very 
talented and wanted to be a film maker. I was able to convince 
him to study at Bilgi. Both his debut and second films premiered 
in Berlin! There are many others but I might also mention Başak 
Doğa Temur, who was one of the first graduates of the master 
program in Visual Communication Design and Hande Çayır who 
was the first Ph.D. student graduating from our doctoral program. 
Her book Documentary as Autoethnography, developed from 
her Ph.D. dissertation, makes me even prouder than my own 
publications. What is more, one of her jury members, dear 
Diğdem Sezen is also a Fulbright scholar and I was a committee 
member on her Ph.D. jury. And now Hande will be a jury member 
for the master thesis of my graduate student Zeynep Demirhan. 
This continuous flow towards the future is what gives me joy.

It’s so good to see and observe the new generations. They are so 
open to the world, and they are not making some of the mistakes 
our generation made. 

They will probably make new mistakes! But anyway..



Thinking retrospectively, how has the Fulbright Program 
affected your life and contributed to your career? 

It was a transformative experience for me. 

First of all, because it brought me back to New York, a city I 
had loved as a child, and dreamt about. Philadelphia was very 
close to NYC, and I would go there every weekend. I was never 
disappointed by the city. 

I have a vivid memory of a very powerful feeling about New York 
that I want to share with you. I also shared this moment with 
an audience at MIT and Harvard in 2000, where I was invited to 
make a speech,

I remember the moment when I was arrested – I visioned this 
image like a film subtitle: “Damn, they are going to kill me, and I 
won’t see New York again!”

What a powerful homage to New York!

Exactly!

I was travelling to New York, for this occasion in 2000, with my 
daughter, who was ten years old then. While we were landing at 
the airport, I was so happy and emotional - that I would be able 
to see New York again, and weeping my eyes out – my daughter, 
totally embarrassed by my outburst, was looking in the opposite 
direction!

It was at that time that I realized how transformative my Fulbright 
experience had been. 

It had given me a vision of my personality, opening me up to 
the world; and also gave me the dream I had, starting from my 
six-year-old self, of going back, being reunited with New York.

I am very grateful for that experience. 

Do you have any suggestions and advice for young people 
wishing to study, pursue and work in this field?

I would suggest that they start with their own life stories, real 
experiences. I believe if they dig around, they will find stories to 
tell. That’s how it has worked for me, and that’s all I know.

Do you have one last piece of advice for prospective Fulbright 
grant applicants? 

Yes, right on! Go for it!

"I don’t resent anything from my past 
and in fact I owe a lot to my Fulbright 
period...It had given me a vision of 
my personality, opening me up to the 
world."

"I’m also very grateful for this interview, 
for it gave me a chance to remember 
all of it and share my experiences 
with the younger generations, who 
will enjoy the privileges of being a 
Fulbright grantee."

Pictured: Prof. Feride Çiçekoğlu in New York, 2000

Pictured: Prof. Feride Çiçekoğlu at İzmir Chamber of Architects, 2019
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Pictured: Initial Orientation Meeting (left), Excerpt from the Turkish Fulbright Commission’s Film shown during the 
presentation (right)

Pictured right: 1st row, right: Dr. Nuray Luk 
Grove, 3rd row, middle: Roger Cohen in the 

first session

Pictured below right: 1st row, left: Ms. Esen 
Metin, English Language School, Çankaya 

University, Ankara, is teaching to ETAs

The Initial Orientation Meeting Program for 
the 2020-2021 academic year grantees was 
held online on February 18-19, 2021. Two 
Senior Scholars, four Student Researchers, 
and nine English Teaching Assistant (ETA) 
Award grantees from Ankara, İstanbul, 
Eskişehir, Trabzon, Bartın, Niğde, Antalya, 
Tokat, İzmir, and Çanakkale attended the 
meeting. Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, Executive 

ELT Sessions with our 
ETAs

Initial Orientation 
Meeting with our 

Grantees who 
Arrived in February 

2021 

American Programs

Director of our Commission and Mr. Robert 
Hilton, Counselor for Public Affairs at the 
U.S. Embassy in Ankara, welcomed the 
grantees and officially commenced the 
meeting. The meeting offered various 
sessions conducted by program staff, 
our colleagues from the U.S. Embassy in 
Ankara, and scholars in different academic 
fields. 

 
The meeting provided the 
grantees the opportunity to 
hear presentations and lessons 
on Turkish language, culture, 
history, politics, and education. 
The ETA grantees were able 
to meet with their university 
representatives to learn more 
about their institutions and 
teaching responsibilities.

Our ETA grantees received training on 
March 12-13, 2021. The ELT sessions started 
with U.S. Embassy Regional English 
Language Off icer Mr. Roger Cohen’s 
welcoming remarks. In addition, Mr. Cohen 
also presented available resources for 
English teachers. A series of presentations 
on “English Education in Turkey,” “How 
to Teach Speaking Effectively,” “Student 
Engagement in Online Learning,” “Critical 
Thinking Activities,” and “Teaching 
Vocabulary” were conducted by Dr. Nuray 
Luk Grove, Ms. Nazila Aliyeva, and Ms. Esen 
Metin; experts from different institutions, 
providing the grantees with methods 
and tools for making the most out of their 
teaching experience.



Pictured above: 1st row, right: Gül Deniz Demirel, 
FLTA alumna, teaching Turkish

Pictured right: Top row, middle: Elif Sayar, FLTA 
Alumna, Top row, middle

One-month long Turkish lessons for our 
ETA grantees in two different levels were 
conducted from March 3rd, 2021 to March 
26, 2021. The lessons were taught by our 
2017-2018 Foreign Language Teaching 

Turkish Lessons for 
the ETAs

Assistants (FLTA) Gül Deniz Demirel from 
Hacettepe University, who had been to 
Yale University and Elif Sayar from İstanbul 
Technical University, who had been to the 
University of Pennsylvania.

All U.S. Grant Programs 
for Turkey are open 

to applications, with 
deadlines in September 

and October 2021.
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The Final Evaluation Meeting for the 2020-
2021 U.S. Scholar, U.S. Student Study/
Research, Fulbright/Turkish Universities 
Master’s and English Teaching Assistant 
Award Program grantees was held online 
via Zoom on June 10-11, 2021.

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, Executive Director of 
our Commission and Mr. Robert Hilton, 
Counselor for Public Affairs at the U.S. 
Embassy in Ankara, welcomed the 
grantees and officially commenced the 
meeting.

The meeting started with an icebreaker 
activity where grantees shared their ideas 
on different topics. Following this activity, 
all grantees presented on their teaching 
and research activities in Turkey and 
shared their personal and professional 
experiences. It was a very fascinating 
atmosphere in terms of the exchange 
of ideas and opinions on a wide range of 
scholarly fields. The meeting ended with a 
game played among the grantees where 
they shared their knowledge about Turkey 
and Turkish culture.

Final Evaluation 
Meeting

Pictured right: Icebreaker activity - responding to 
the question: “What is something you will miss 
the most, when you leave Turkey?”

Pictured: Best scores for the Quiz Game played 
on Kahoot 



Some days, my questions are met with 
a deafening silence. Other days, Zoom’s 
40-minute meeting limit brings our 
engaging discussions to a halt. Some days, 
the power goes out.

Other days, everything goes without a 
hitch. Some days, I can’t help but feel 
discouraged. Other days, I close my laptop 
and smile; I think that a lesson could not 
have gone more perfectly. Some days, 
frankly, it feels like I’m talking to a brick 
wall.

Other days, my students’ curiosities lead 
my lesson down a welcomed rabbit hole 
of tangential thoughts: Can I teach them 
American slang? Can I tell them about 
campus life at an American university? Is 
America just like the movies? What is my 
favorite part about Turkey?

At f irst, it was hard to feel like I was 
“reaching” my students. All I wanted to 
do was to help them as much as I could, 
and I couldn’t help but feel limited by 
the virtual format. Several students have 
shared their own concerns with me:  “I 
wish I could participate more, but I’m too 
anxious to unmute myself.” “I don’t have 
good internet at home.” “I’m sorry if I’m 
distracted-I’ve been worried about my 
family’s situation.”

Undoubtedly, this year’s grantees face 
a unique set of challenges. However, I 
continue to be fueled by my students’ 
excitement and appreciation for having 
a native English-speaking teacher. From 
their eagerness to learn about me and 
my culture to their gratitude at receiving 
individualized feedback f rom me on 
homework assignments, I am continuously 
reminded that my work as an English 
Teaching Assistant is valued. It reminds me 
that intercultural exchange continues to 
be important, not despite abnormal times, 
but because of them.

Additionally, I thought I would share a 
photo. It was taken on April 5th at the 
nearly-empty Ephesus-by far my favorite 
day in Turkey so far. It was quite incredible 
to have the space very nearly to myself.

Clara Bartnik
2020-2021 ETA Program 

Grantee
University of Minnesota Twin Cities, 

Minnesota / Bartın University, Bartın

"On the Challenges 
and Rewards of 

Teaching in a Virtual 
World"

"The classroom looks a little 
bit different this year."

"Black Sea Region's 
Most Underrated 

Vistas"

Ian Riley
2020-2021 ETA Program 

Grantee
Indiana University, Bloomington 

Indiana / Gaziosmanpaşa University, 
Tokat

 My experience in Tokat has been great 
so far. I've met a lot of wonderful people 
and experienced some of the Black Sea 
region's most underrated vistas in the 
form of the Topçam Mountain; but the best 
thing about working at Gaziosmanpaşa 
University so far has absolutely been 
the other professors. They've been 
accommodating in a host of ways, but I 
think the way they've handled our Turkish 

classes here deserves special attention as it 
highlights the length they've gone to host 
us. Because both I and my other Fulbright 
companion came to Turkey already fluent 
in Turkish, our university contact had to 
get creative to find a way for us to take 
advantage of the depth of the university's 
language-learning materials. In my case, 
this took the form of arranging private 
Ottoman Turkish lessons with one of his 
friends from the history department. For 
me, this is an ideal situation, as my focus 
as an undergraduate was on late Ottoman 
history. My alma mater, however, didn't 
have the sort of materials to teach the 
Ottoman language while I was there, and 
I didn't have a deep enough knowledge 
of Turkish to attempt it on my own then 
either. Knowledge of Ottoman could help 
me get into a Ph.D. program down the 
road, so my work with the folks here has 
summarily been “çok güzel” – very good.

Pictured right: Tokat Castle overlooking the city 
on a rainy day. Taken February 12th in the center 

of the city next to Tokat’s historic caravansary, 
Taşhan

Stories from U.S. Grantees

Pictured: Clara Bartnik teaching students

Pictured: Clara Bartnik in front of the Celsus 
Library at Ephesus
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Stories from U.S. Grantees

Pictured right: A snowy day near 
Galata Tower

Since arriving in İstanbul, I've found the 
various aspects of my research project, 
assistantship, and the current atmosphere 
created by the pandemic and ongoing 
protests at my host institution weaving 
together. The non-Muslim schools that I 
visit and photograph for my project lead 
me to some of İstanbul's oldest quarters; 
neighborhoods crowded with architectural 
fragments and other remnants  of the 
communities who once comprised the 
majority in such areas, and who have now 
either disappeared or remain in greatly 
reduced numbers. 

My research focuses primarily on the 
architecture of the school buildings, and 

the built environments surrounding these 
structures. Visiting archives and schools has, 
thus far, led to questions such as: why in the 
late Ottoman period, when many of these 
schools were built, architects and patrons 
chose neoclassicism for their schools when 
the residential buildings from the period 
feature a dazzling range of eclectic 
styles? How did the predominant 
religions of these non-Muslim 
groups inflect architectural 
preferences? Today, how have 
the  neighborhoods around the 
schools transformed? 

With the last question, I've found 
my assistantship at the İstanbul 
Research Institute, particularly 
with the recent "İstanbul Unbound: 
Environmental Histories of the 
City" virtual conference, invaluable 
in increasing my knowledge of the 
impact of the natural world on the 
city. The infamous “lodos” wind that 
can still stop traffic in the Bosphorus 
today, fires that decimated the city, 
plague narratives ranging from the 
healing waters Byzantines held 
sacred to epidemics in the early 
Republic, and the mythologies 
surrounding İstanbul's foundation 
on its specific plot of land are a 

"Environmental 
Histories of the City"

Ryan Joseph 
Mitchell

2020-2021 U.S. Student 
Researcher

Ohio State University, Ohio / Boğaziçi 
University, İstanbul

selection from the presentations of over 
eighty speakers that have deepened my 
understanding of the city as I go about 
my daily life. These histories of illness and 
resistance also resonate with the current 
moment I am witnessing while in Turkey.

Pictured : The TIAFI community center in İzmir, 
showcasing a recent exhibition put on in 
partnership with a local and European University

time and ability to take on other community 
projects. Recently, I began volunteering with 
the community organization TIAFI (Team 
International Assistance for Integration/
Uluslararası Yardımlaşma ve Entegrasyon 
Derneği in Turkish), a few days a week. TIAFI 
is located in an underserved neighborhood 
in İzmir and the organization offers a myriad 
of resources for Syrian refugees, as well as 
providing daily meals for both the local Syrian 
and Turkish community. Outside of providing 
direct services like legal advice or job training, 
TIAFI serves as a community center. The doors 
are always open, and residents are constantly 
coming in and out, stopping in for tea, sending 
their children to an art lesson, or simply sitting 
and speaking with the staff and volunteers. My 
time at TIAFI has given me the opportunity 
to interact with and learn from residents in 
İzmir that I would have not met otherwise, 

"Teaching Remotely 
and Living in Turkey"

McKenzie Swain
2020-2021 ETA Program 

Grantee
George Washington University, 

Washington, D.C. / İzmir Institute of 
Technology, İzmir

for which I am beyond grateful. While the 
COVID-19 pandemic has altered the Fulbright 
experience, it has also compelled me to find 
community in other ways beyond the physical 
classroom.

As expected, the 2020-2021 grant period is 
unlike any other year. Yet, teaching remotely 
and living in Turkey during lockdown has 
created a grant period full of opportunities 
and flexibility to experience the country in a 
way different from previous years. Not having 
to commute to my university has given me the 



Pictured: A view from the Main Campus, İhsan Doğramacı  Bilkent University, Ankara

The Law Faculty at Bilkent is not 
only brilliant and accomplished, but 
extremely helpful and caring, making all 
arrangements for my stay and work with 
attention to my needs. Many thanks go 
out to Dean Prof. Ece Göztepe, Associate 
Dean Dr. Hüseyin Can Aksoy, Law Faculty 
Secretary Burcu Bingol, and Ph.D. student 
Bedirhan Berdem as well as others in the 
Law Faculty office who have made my 
experience what it has been so far.  

Teaching mostly second and third-year law 
students a course in Introduction to Anglo-
American Law has been a great pleasure. 
Although the classes are large and on 
Zoom, students have been engaged and 
active in discussing lectures and group 
work. I am very impressed, in general, with 
the students’ command of English, their 
knowledge of the law, and their abilities to 
critically read, think and analyze issues.  

Due to the pandemic, I am not able to 
have the kind of interpersonal interactions 
with students that I typically enjoy when 
teaching, both at home and abroad. So, 
in place of meeting at cafés for informal 
talks with students, I’ve initiated a weekly 

“U.S. Government, Politics and Culture 
Dialogue.” Tuesday evenings, anyone who 
wishes to attend, sign on to Zoom, and 
engage with me and others to informally 
talk about culture and issues in the U.S. 
and abroad. I always learn a lot from my 
students and those at Bilkent University 
are no exception.  

Thank you to the wonderful, hard-
working people at the Turkish 
Fulbright Commission for all you do. 
Your commitment to the Fulbright 
mission is mine as well: to foster mutual 
understanding and people-to-people 
relationships for a future of peace. 

Prof. Pamela Sue 
Katz

2020-2021 U.S. Senior Lecturer
Russell Sage Colleges, New York / İhsan 

Doğramacı Bilkent University, Ankara

I am so thankful to be a Fulbright Scholar in 
Turkey this semester.  Although the pandemic 
has required plenty of adjustments, I have 
been able to fulfill many of my personal and 
professional goals, while contributing to 
the law program at Bilkent University and 
satisfying the objectives of the Fulbright 
Program.

I have joined Bilkent University’s Law Faculty, 
located in Ankara, on a Fulbright Scholar 
Teaching grant. The campus is large and lovely 
and the Law Faculty building bright, modern 
and fully equipped. 
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The Commission’s f irst TEA Program 
grantees have started their six-week 
journey in the United States. Our grantees 
will be engaging in media literacy and 
curriculum development activities at 
Kent State University and the University of 
Nevada, Reno from April 5 to May 18, 2021. 

The TEA Program moved to the 
Commission purview in December 2019 
and we are delighted to be contributing 
to the professional development of English 
teachers working at state schools. We 
thank our Turkish Ministry of National 
Education partners for facilitating the 
announcement and selection process of 
the grant.

Pictured: 2020-2021 TEA grantees at the İstanbul 
Airport before their departure: (from left to right) 
Aysun Kaban, Saadet Çay, Suzan Geçili, and 
Mehmet Durmuş 

Turkish Programs

2020-2021 Teaching 
Excellence and 

Achievement (TEA) 
Program - April 2021 

Cohort

Pre-Departure 
Orientation for the 
2020-2021 Visiting 

Student Researcher 
(VSR) Program 

Grantees

The grant timelines dictated by the ever-
changing conditions of the COVID-19 
pandemic meant that we conducted a few 

“out-of-season” pre-departure orientations 
in December. 

The Commission said its goodbyes to 

the 2020-2021 VSR Program grantees 
on December 11, 2020 with a virtual 
orientation, which was attended by our 
Executive Director, Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, 
the U.S. Embassy’s Public Affairs Officer 
and Fulbright Turkey Board Member, Mr. 
Robert Hilton.

Pictured: 2020-2021 VSR grantees at the Pre-Departure Orientation 



Pictured above left:  
2020-2021 Postdoctoral Program grantees at the 
Pre-Departure Orientation

Pictured below left:  
FLTA Nominees and the Commission Staff at the 
Virtual Initial Orientation Meeting  

The other cohort that was finally able to 
travel to the United States to start their 
programs as early as January 1, 2021 was our 
2020-2021 Postdoctoral Program grantees. 
Their orientation was on December 24, 
2021.

Pictured:  
2020-2021 Postdoctoral Program grantees at the 

Pre-Departure Orientation

We wish all of our grantees in the United 
States good luck and good health in their 
new journey.

Pre-Departure 
Orientation for 
the 2020-2021 
Postdoctoral 

Program Grantees

Initial Orientations for the 2021-2022 
Academic Year Grantees 

February and March 2021 brought a flurry 
of activities as the new candidates for the 
2021-2022 academic year grants were 
chosen following a rigorous selection 
process. 

We started the new initial orientation 
season by meeting the 2021-2022 
Academic Year Foreign Language 
Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program 
nominees on February 17, 2021. Our 
nominees are waiting for the results of 
their placements at U.S. universities and 
we are hopeful that they will all be able 
to participate in their programs in person 
starting from this August. 

We continued the initial orientation series 
with the 2021-2022 Academic Year Visiting 
Student Researcher (VSR) Program 
nominees who we met on March 4, 2021.
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The next cohort on our agenda was the 2021-
2022 Academic Year Postdoctoral Program 
nominees with whom we were able to meet 
on March 11, 2021. 

The new VSR and Postdoctoral candidates are 
now seeking affiliations at U.S. universities 
and research centers to start their programs 
at a date between early September and early 
December 2021.

Last but definitely not least were our 2021-
2022 Academic Year Visiting Scholar Program 
nominees who joined us for a half-day 
orientation on April 1, 2021.

Pictured:   
Postdoctoral Nominees and the Commission Staff 

at the Virtual Initial Orientation Meeting 

Pictured:  
Visiting Scholar Program Nominees and the 
Commission Staff at the Virtual Initial Orientation 
Meeting

Application Period for the 
2022-2023 Grants
Please be on the lookout for the application announcements 
published on our website for the 2022-2023 Academic Year 
grants!

The application deadline for the Hubert H. Humphrey 
Fellowship Program is June 30, 2021

The deadline for the Foreign Language Teaching Assistant 
(FLTA) Program is August 16, 2021

Please visit the Commission’s official website for more 
information:

www.fulbright.org.tr



Yılmaz Doğukan 
Özlü

2020-2021 Master’s Program 
Grantee

Boğaziçi University, İstanbul / University 
of Arizona, Arizona

"Self-Cultivation" My Fulbright experience smashed my prior 
conceptions of life and nourished them to 
make me more creative both academically 
and personally. It provided me the 
opportunity to cultivate inspirational 
friendships, to navigate into different 
areas in philosophy, and to participate in 
psycholinguistics.

The friendships that Fulbright made 
possible inspire me to become more 
creative. A friend of mine studies to become 

an international chess master as 
well as working at the Air Force. 
Every Sunday we meet at the 
Espresso Art Cafe and play chess, 
and we talk about philosophy! 
My roommate, who is a Fulbright 
Scholar from Egypt working on 
metaphors, provides me with 
very interesting conversations. 
Another close friend who has a 
wholesome heart, is a Fulbright 
Scholar with whom we discuss 
our personal experiences of 
living in the U.S. My friends from 
my philosophy department are 
quite interesting, too. One is a 

metalsmith and studies philosophy at 
the same time. Another one is a YouTuber 
who creates videos about the history of 

Christianity. Every Wednesday, we attend 
a small party at my professor’s place where 
we cook dinner and tell stories to each 
other.  In addition, I have gotten to know 
many other warm people from all walks 
of life, such as sculptors, ballets, painters, 
opera singers, data analysts, musicians, 
historians, poets, metal collectors, writers, 
computer scientists, physicists, linguists, 
street artists, and car dealers.

I must say that creativity and leadership 
traits are fused into my character. I have 
been able to write two philosophy articles 
in the environment that the Fulbright 
program enabled, which I plan to publish 
before the end of this year. I also initiated 
a psycholinguistics project on gestures 
and second language vocabulary learning. 
Now, our linguistic project has received a 
research grant from the Graduate and 
Professional Student Council to conduct 
experiments and to publish our results. 
Furthermore, I will start working on my 
M.A. thesis this summer with the help 
of Fulbright Turkey and the philosophy 
department at the University of Arizona.

I cannot stress it any less: Fulbright 
experience nourishes you both 
academically and personally!

Pictured: 
“A photo of Easter dinner at my professor’s house 
with (left to right) my roommate Yahya, my 
philosophy professor Robert, me, and my good 
friend from the philosophy department, Amber.”

Burak Şenel
2020-2021 Master’s Program 

Grantee
TED University, Ankara / University of 

Arizona, Arizona

"Giving Back" I was on my way to the Turkish Fulbright 
Commission for my interview when I had 
a car accident. I had prepared all those 
documents, ran the interview in my 
head over and over again, convinced 
my friends to ask me questions about 
who I was, what I wanted to do with the 
scholarship so that I knew what I would 
talk about. All that and an accident…

Once I got my senses back, I caught 
a taxi and urged the driver to get me 
where I was supposed to be in 15 
minutes. Impossible. I called the Turkish 
Commission and informed them about 
the situation. The lady I talked to calmed 
me down and said that it was okay, that 
these things would happen and to take 
my time. 

There are things that are not in our 
hands but there are things that are. 
Giving back is in our hands. Choosing 
to be good is in our hands. Fulbright, for 
me, is all about choosing to be good, and 

giving back. After all, they even make you 
promise to give back to your own country 
by having you sign a binding contract!

"Just by choosing to give 
back, I got to interact 
with Americans on a 
more personal level and 
felt like I belonged here 
more."

Pictured: 
Burak, during his volunteering activity at the 

University of Arizona

Stories from Our Turkish Fulbright Grantees



32

Reflecting on the most beautiful two 
months of my life here–not to say, all of 
the days went smoothly-I sought ways to 
give back to the community that was so 
quick to embrace me. So, I volunteered 
to help Tucsonans get vaccinated at the 
POD built in my university, the University 
of Arizona. I was tasked with greeting 
people and making sure they had the 
necessary documents with them and met 

the requirements to get vaccinated. I got 
to work with other volunteer students and 
to hear their stories.

Just by choosing to give back, I got to 
interact with Americans on a more 
personal level and felt like I belonged here 
more. Some of the people even noticed 
my Fulbright Turkey t-shirt and asked 
questions about either Fulbright or Turkey. 

I was happy to answer those questions 
as they presented great opportunities 
to represent my own country and the 
scholarship that made it possible for me 
to come study here.

This is what being a Fulbright means for 
me: to build bridges, to look for learning 
moments, and to give back.

It’s very exciting, preparing for an exchange 
or abroad experience. This is kind of normal 
human behavior, and you look forward to 
the day of your departure. Well, this year 
has been different than any other years 
lived for everyone. Each of us has been 
impacted by the pandemic in a variety 
of ways. And I am one of the hundreds 
of fellow Fulbrighters who have been 
going through the same thing, going 
abroad for studying under the COVID-19 
circumstances. All arrangements related to 
living and studying abroad became even 
more challenging at this unprecedented 

t i m e ,  s u c h  a s 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n , 
t r a v e l ,  o f f i c i a l 
procedures, research, 
study, etc. But, with 
a little bit of patience 
and perseverance, 
it was possible to 
overcome all these 
di f f icult ies .  Host 
university campuses 
a r e  u n u s u a l l y 
quiet and ongoing 
exchange life is not 
as it is supposed to be 
in terms of gathering 
with other researchers, 
faculty, and your 
community. Although 
physical gatherings 
are not possible yet, 
at least online settings 
help you to interact 
with other members 
of the community. 

One of the core missions of Fulbright is 
the enrichment of academic and social 
skills/networks by attending a variety 
of activities. By embracing this mission 
with a little bit of research and curiosity, I 
managed to find diverse virtual activities 
to attend offered by the university, such as 
virtual book clubs, online art-yoga classes, 
online game nights, virtual wellness, and 
outreach activities. Apart from those and 
my studies, exploring my new city and my 
new environment safely has been one of 
my priorities in my spare time. I try to get 
to know life in the area by visiting outdoor 
museums, exploring many of the hiking 
areas around, taking photographs and 
riding my bike as much as I can. It is still sad 
not to see people’s smiles on their faces 
because of masks and not hug each other, 
while maintaining social distance. So, like 
many other fellow Fulbrighters, I am also 
looking forward to getting back to ‘normal’ 
within my Fulbright grant duration.

This year genuinely changed our 
perceptions, perspectives, and how we 
handle things. But as human beings, 
we have outstanding adaptational skills, 
which we should never underestimate. 
Thus, especially with these unprecedented 
times, I would say we should rely on our 
adaptational skills and always look for new 
opportunities.

Ferah Özer
2020-2021 Visiting Student 
Researcher (VSR) Program 

Grantee
Bolu Abant İzzet Baysal University, Bolu 
/ University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill, North Carolina

"Being a Fulbrighter 
during the COVID-19 

Pandemic"

Pictured: 
Ferah with the iconic symbol of the UNC, The Old 
Well



Yasin Başaran
2020-2021 Foreign Language 

Teaching Assistant (FLTA) 
Program Grantee

Ferizli Fikret-İsmet Aktekin Anatolian 
High School, Sakarya / Arizona State 

University, Arizona

The title refers to a specif ic answer I 
repeatedly heard given to miscellaneous 
questions by FLTAs during an orientation 
session. I could not agree more, seeing 
firsthand how practically true it is. My piece 
here is based on what I have encountered 
so far and I will try to offer a set of concrete 
examples on culture.

First, let me relate two unimportant 
incidents here. My f irst time here at 
Subway. After dozens of questions for 
every detail, I finally managed to get to 
the cashier, only to face more questions 
about my order before finally paying for 
it. I was too naïve to think “an Italian sub, 
please” would suffice. That happened to be 

my last time there. Another time, another 
food venue. I wanted it a little spicy. No sir, 

“a little” will not cut it at all. I must grade 
how spicy I want it on a scale from 1 to 10. 
Apart from being my less-than-successful 
adventures with sandwiches, these 
incidents were how I got to witness the 
difference between low-context and high-
context cultures. How does this reflect on 
education? Pretty solid if you would ask me. 
Sometimes I have felt that I am supposed 
to have every word scripted before a class. 
This is also visible in everyday conversations, 
focusing on the task at hand as far as 
possible and avoiding random chit-chat. 
There is no place for contingencies or 
randomness. I know this will take away the 
joy of discovery, but it will be your task as 
the facilitator to have a balance between 
this strict planning and spontaneity. 

A positive approach would be to see 
everything more than mere requirements, 
but a personal challenge and enrichment 
opportunity. This is what I did with the 
courses I have taken, or other events such 
as reading clubs, movie screenings and 
socially distanced gatherings offered by my 
department and different organizations. 
Your experience will be shaped not only by 
your conditions, but also by what you are 
willing to do. It all depends.

"It Depends" "Your experience will be 
shaped not only by your 
conditions, but also by 
what you are willing to 
do. It all depends."

Pictured : 
Yasin volunteering at a COVID-19 vaccination site

It was a warm September day when 
I said goodbye to my family in Hatay 
and it was the same day that I arrived 
in my second home: Seattle. Even 
in the dark of night, while going to 
my dorm, I said “You will like this 
city Gizem, and it will be a home to 
you.” And indeed, it was! It was like 
love at f irst sight when I went to 
the University of Washington (UW) 
campus! If only time went by slower, 
I wished, but time flew and now 
I am in the last quarter of my FLTA 
experience. 

As my students call me now in the 
U.S., I am Gizzy and I have been 
teaching Turkish as a Turkish FLTA at 
the University of Washington, Seattle 
campus. Although it seemed crazy 
to some, I chose to cross over the 
Atlantic, a decision with no regret.  On 
the contrary, I can say what makes 

Gizem Yolcu
2020-2021 Foreign Language 

Teaching Assistant (FLTA) 
Program Grantee

Middle East Technical University, 
Ankara / University of Washington, 

Washington

"From Hatay to 
Seattle - From 

Gizem to Gizzy: Life-
Changing Fulbright 

Journey"

Pictured : 
“Having Turkish dinner with my students on 

Republic Day – 29th October at Café Turko, 
Seattle” (Gizem first on the right)

Stories from Our Turkish Fulbright Grantees
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"My Time in Arizona 
So Far"

Mehmet Kösa
2020-2021 Fulbright 

Postdoctoral Program Grantee
Independent Researcher / Arizona State 

University, Arizona

I arrived in Tempe, Arizona in January 2021 
to work at Embodied Games Lab (EGL), 
Arizona State University (ASU). We work 
on games for health and STEM education 
in the context of extended reality (XR) 
technologies. We started to meet and 
be productive with Dr. Mina C. Johnson-
Glenberg even before I moved in here. 
Now I continue contributing to multiple 
projects that are ongoing right now such 
as creating assessments for the virtual 
chemistry titration experiment, writing 
manuscripts on raising awareness about 
COVID related topics via games and data 
visualizations, writing a non-federal grant, 
co-designing games that are related to 
teaching tuned mass dampers and bridge 
design, in addition to my Fulbright project 
that is about examining potential healthy 
and beneficial aspects of games in the 

sense that how they can be designed for 
daily stress recovery/relaxation experiences. 
My adaptation to Tempe and ASU was 
seamless. Dr. Johnson-Glenberg was very 
hospitable and helpful as I was getting 
my bearings. She gave me good advice 
on housing and showed me around the 
campus when I arrived. We also went 
hiking together with her family. Apparently, 
hiking is one of the most prevalent 
activities in Arizona! I also saw my first 
real life ‘non-zoo’ snake in the wild in the 
middle of a cactus forest, which I refrained 
myself from putting its picture here.

Our lab consists of very diverse and brilliant 
students and researchers. There are people 
with backgrounds in computer science, 
psychology, physics and neuroscience 
among others. In addition to the lab's 
interest in games as a research focus, 
most people also like gaming as a hobby 
as well. So shortly after settling down, I 
started a group that aims to meet every 
other week to play some board games at 
the local board game café. The crew was 
really enthusiastic about this and also Mina 
was really glad that I became a catalyst for 
these get-togethers

a person a Fulbrighter is the courage 
they exemplify under any circumstances, 
especially when they must make sacrifices. 

When I landed, I promised to do my best, 
not just to be a virtual teacher but to go 
beyond the screen even when teaching 
online. Though I lost the opportunity 
of seeing my students and showing 
the Turkish folk dances with my Turkish 
Bindallı, I succeeded in making them 
feel the spirit. Hearing them asking me a 
question like "Türkler neden kahveye tuz 
koyuyorlar damat gelince” (why do Turks 
put salt in coffee when the groom comes 

to visit?) amazed me as I was teaching 
"Türklerde düğün”(Turkish Wedding 
Ceremonies) with the integration of 

“şimdiki zaman”(present tense)! I thought 
I would be a positive influence and inspire 
them to visit Turkey one day! Moreover, 
they are now applying for scholarships to 
study in Turkey and considering becoming 
a Fulbrighter like me! Being a mentor-
teacher and a Fulbright scholar, I have 
enjoyed writing reference letters for them. 
The more surprises I shared about Turkey, 
the more they surprised me with their 
interests. No matter how distanced we are, 
I feel they are with me - as if we were in our 

little classroom in UW. I was struck with 
this sentence they formed after learning 
future tense: “Türkiye’de birlikte olacağız” 
(We will be in Turkey together). 

Pictured: 
“With Mina at the famous Palm Walk at ASU (top 

left), with Mina’s family at the Spur Cross Trail 
(top right), Some Members of the EGL at the local 

board game café (bottom left and right)”

"I would like to thank 
Fulbright Turkey for giving 
me this unforgettable 
life-changing experience 
and enriching my life."



The Master’s, Ph.D. and Prof. Aziz Sancar 
Ph.D. Grant, which launched in late 
December was the main focus of outreach 
activities from January to late March. Fifty-

Outreach Activities

Advising Program

Webinars aiding prospective student grant 
applicants were organized; four of them 
on the details of the application process 
and the grant content; six, on “Writing a 
Successful Statement of Purpose;” and 
seven, on “How to Make an Effective 
Application” – all of which were attended 
by 578 participants.

For the Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship 
Program, which launched in late April, 
again, six webinars were organized 
to inform interested applicants, and 
program posters were sent out to many 
organizations and institutions. 

Webinars and Social 
Media Events

Pictured right: 
Ms. Mevlüde Bakır and Ms. Berrak Yıldırım, 

presenting a Social Media Live session

Continuing its activities virtually, 
the Advising Unit reached 
many institutions and students 
interested in Fulbright grants and 
studying in the U.S.A.; presented 
webinars ,  hosted a lumni , 
answered questions, and advised 
students, parents, and academics.

Other scheduled Instagram Live 
sessions were conducted on the 
general topics of Fulbright Grants 
and studying in the U.S.A., with 1,357 
attendees joining the seven sessions. 

Pictured above:  Webinar for Nevşehir Hacı Bektaş Veli University

Pictured above left :  Webinar for Çukurova University

Pictured left: Webinar for İstanbul Technical University students and academics

four university specif ic webinars were 
organized and presented, reaching 1,847 
students and academics. 

“Interview Techniques” webinars are given 
around the time selected applicants are 
invited to interviews in June and July; and 

“Pre-Departure Orientation” webinars are 
organized during the summer.

Online Advising Sessions are also routinely 
carried out three times a week. The number 
of advisers answering questions were 
increased in March due to the heavy traffic 
before student grant applications closed.

Promotion of American 
Programs

In an effort to promote the grants 
offered by our Commission for U.S. 
citizens, stories of former grantees and 
alumni are shared on the Commission’s 
social media accounts. Also, an e-mail 
message was sent to the representatives 
of U.S. institutions to inform them about 
the programs offered.
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Six live sessions were organized with 
Student Program grantees and alumni, 
featuring Mr. Enes Umur Gökçek, recipient 
of a Master’s Grant for Mechanical 
Engineering; Ms. İrem Tekoğul, a Ph.D. 
Grant recipient who is studying Design; 
Ms. Nazlı Değer and Ms. Cansu Köse who 
were recipients of the Prof. Aziz Sancar 
Ph.D. Grant; Ms. Hümeyra Çolak, a Master’s 
Grant recipient to study Law; and Ms. Çağla 
Kılıç Demirdüzen, a Ph.D. Grant recipient to 
study International Relations. A live session 
was also conducted with Ms. Ece Saraoğlu, 
Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program 
alumna. A total of 1517 attendees joined the 
live sessions. 

Pictured right: Images from our "Instagram Live 
Sessions with Fulbright Alumni" featuring our 

Advising Coordinator Ms. Mevlüde Bakır

With Ms. Nazlı Değer and 
Ms. Cansu Köse, Prof. 
Aziz Sancar Ph.D. Grant 
recipients

With Ms. İrem Tekoğlu, 
Ph.D. Grant recipient

With Ms. Hümeyra Çolak, 
Master’s Grant alumna

With Mr. Enes Umur 
Gökçek, Master’s Grant 
alumnus

With Ms. Çağla Kılıç 
Demirdüzen, Ph.D. 
Grant recipient

The EducationUSA network remained 
active with the leadership of the 
region’s REAC, Ms. Gordana Mirchikj, 
connecting f requently for monthly 
cal ls ,  professional  development 
sessions, and regional meetings. 

Pictured:  
EducationUSA Professional Development Session 

on CSS (College Scholarship Service) Profiles

With Ms. Ece Saraoğlu, 
Hubert H. Humphrey 
Fellowship Program 
alumna



Our Education Adviser, Ms. Serin Alpokay 
Taş gave a webinar to the Küçük Prens 
High School, where she presented the 
essentials of applying to U.S. colleges, and 
answered questions from students and 
parents. 

Several webinars are scheduled for the 
summer months, targeting mostly high 
school students on the topics: “Study 

EducationUSA 
Advising

Study Abroad Fairs

Pictured:  
Ms. Serin Alpokay Taş presenting at “IEFT Talks” 

on April 28, 2021

Fulbright grant programs, as well as the 
basic steps for applying to U.S. universities, 
were presented for IEFT on two different 
dates, with a total of 800 registered 
participants.

Pictured: 
Meeting of the EducationUSA Turkey Team

in the U.S.A.”, “TOEFL, SAT, ACT,” and 
“Pre-Departure Orientation.” 

One-on-one advising sessions for both 
high school students and parents  as 
well as graduate students continued on 
online platforms. They are advised on 
their choices, resources that can help 
them, steps that need to be taken, and 
the preparations required for successful 
applications.

Follow us on social media:
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U.S. Higher 
Education Officials 

Online Visits

In our capacity as EducationUSA Offices, 
our Advising Unit hosted several U.S. school 
representatives virtually. Our advisers from 
the Ankara and İstanbul offices had online 
meetings with Mr. Jim Smith, Director of 
International Admissions of High Point 
University on February 25; Ms. Shannon 
Ingleby, International Student Advisor-
Global Learning of Kirkwood Community 
College on March 8; and Mr. Wissem Abid, 
Snow College’s Assistant Director of the 
Center for Global Engagement on March 
10. These meetings were organized and 
facilitated by the Commercial Services of 
the U.S. Consulate General İstanbul. During 
the online meetings, our advisers had the 
opportunity to learn about the details of 
each institution, the programs they offer, 
and funding options for Turkish applicants. 
In return, our advisers shared information 
on the Turkish education system and 
recruitment opportunities.

Pictured: Meeting with Mr. Jim Smith, representing High Point University

Pictured: Meeting with Snow College representative Mr. Wissem Abid

Pictured: Meeting with Kirkwood Community College representative Ms. Shannon Ingleby

 

Both offices carried out document 
attestation of transcripts and 
diplomas on an appointment 
basis. 

Document  Approval

There were also Instagram Q&A 
Sessions conducted live, where 
166 questions were answered.

Q&A Sessions
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75th Anniversary of Fulbright: Making Their Mark

39 Heads of State or Government

60 Nobel Prize Laureates

89 Pulitzer Prize Winners

Since its founding 75 years ago, nearly 
400,000 Fulbrighters have participated 
in various programs f rom over 160 
countries. Approximately 8000 fellowships 
are awarded annually. Among the 
many impressive Fulbright alumni are:

We are presenting two highlights from the Turkish Fulbright 
Commission's 71 years of history:
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